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When being a part of the audience at other Jasna meeting I often thought about 

different aspects of the world in Jane’s life and her novels. 

It’s great looking into different ages on the internet because there is so much 

information – too much sometimes, in fact, you really can get monumentally side 

tracked – in fact sometimes forget why you started…..right! 

I have included some information about the royal family and the different levels of the 

society because it did play role in who one associates with or not.  

 

The goings on in London with royalty got back to the smaller towns and influenced their 

way of life in how they entertained and who they entertained. If you had an association 

with members of the royal family, your position in the community would be greatly 

enhanced.   

  

 

 

 

In Jane’s time, George 111 was the king with his older son George, the Prince of Wales, 

who later went on to being the Prince Regent and then King George 1V  

Families members to the king or Queen - sons, daughters brothers sisters aunts uncles 

etc. etc.etc.ect., were given titles so that everyone would know who they were and so 

understand how important they all were.- regardless of wealth, looks or intelligence. 

 

 

	  
	  
George	  III	  in	  
1762,	   
	  

Sir	  
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Sir Walter Elliot is such a case in point.  

 

 

   

He lives and breathes the importance of “Baronetage” the book that lists all the titled 

people of which he is one –it is interesting to note that his title was due to his father not 

for anything he did.  This book still available under the name of Debrett's Peerage and 

Baronetage 2011.   

 

 

 

 

 

I guess a little bit of Sir Walter is still around.  Sir Walter really wasn’t all that out of step 

in his time with his obsession – after all that was the only way for people to find their 

place in society by knowing how close they were to royalty – we don’t have royalty 

today we have money and money and money. (that was an editorial comment) 

 

Sir	  Walter	  Elliot	  
as	  played	  by	  Colin 

Redgrave 
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The Regency Era in England 1795-1830, was a period of vast changes.

 

It saw the eventual madness of their King, rise and fall of Napoleon (1769-1821) issues 

with the American colonies (1812-1815) 
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It also saw the rise of dark romantic poetry by Lord Byron (22 January 1788 – 19 April 

1824), and the cheeky and controversial Beau Brummell 7 June 1778 – 30 March 1840 

changing the dressing and clothing habits of men for ever.   

 

A different style in writing emerge in this era – that of social commentaries – by both 

Jane Austen and Charles Dickens.  Both based their novel on a truthful depiction of 

people and classes at this time as they were aware or chose to be aware of the 

conditions. 

It’s amazing the number writers, poets and painters in this same time.  
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George lll had succeeded to the throne in 1760 on the death of his grandfather  

He led a relatively normal life for a king with 15 children. 
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In the later part of his life, George III suffered from recurrent, and eventually permanent, 

mental illness. In 1810 the government decided that the king could no longer reign so 

George, his son, became Prince Regent to continue on for him.  

Time has allowed doctors to determine George 111 had porphyria, an inherited or 

acquired disease. 

Porphyria (poor-fear-e-a)  primarily affect the nervous system with mental disturbances, 

including hallucinations, depression, anxiety, and paranoia and seizures.  

With symptoms like that no wonder they deemed him mad. 

There is an excellent DVD available at the library, I might add, called  

The Madness of King George. 
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Although even today there is no cure for porphyria, certain medications and therapies 

may eliminate the symptoms. 

 
Prince Regent  

 

George, (1762 –1830) the Prince of Wales, who became the Prince Regent, or Prinny 

as he was known to his intimates,  

At the age of 18 (1780) he was given a separate establishment, and in dramatic 

contrast with his prosaic, scandal-free father threw himself with zest into a life of 

dissipation and wild extravagance involving heavy drinking and numerous mistresses 

and escapades. He was a witty conversationalist, drunk or sober, and showed good, but 

grossly expensive, taste in decorating his palace. Taxpayers were angry at his wasteful 
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spending in time of war.  This earned him the contempt of the people and dimmed the 

prestige of the monarchy.  Prince of Wales's did create a huge debt, which amounted to 

the extraordinary sum of £630,000 (equal to £49,820,000 today) He did eventually get 

the government to give him the money to pay off his debt. 

When he became Prince Regent in 1810, his extravagant life continued but not to the 

same extent.   Later on as King George IV he did calm down and became a patron of 

new forms of leisure, style and taste. He rebuilt Windsor Castle, commissioned the 

Royal Pavilion in Brighton and remodeled Buckingham Palace.  

 

 

To add to George lV life was James Gillray, a very prominent cartoonist who entertained 

amused and  outraged Georgian England.  One of his main targets was the Prince of 

Wales – Regent and eventually George 1V.  Gillray referred to George as “Farmer 

George and His Wife” 
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Beau Brummell (7 June 1778 – 30 March 1840) is credited with introducing, and 

establishing as fashion, the modern men's suit, worn with a necktie.[2] He claimed he 

took five hours a day to dress, and recommended that boots be polished with 

champagne.[3] His style of dress is often referred to as dandyism.[4]The Prince Regent 

did spend a day with Beau to learn how to get dressed properly. 
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With the Prince Regent setting the tone for entertainment it was no wonder that a very 

upbeat life style was had by all in London.  

 

 

 

London, in the meantime was getting to be a rather large city with 1 million people. 
London was the third city to reach that number the first being 
 
The first city to reach a population of 1 million people was 
Rome, Italy in 133 B.C. and then  
Angkor, Cambodia in the 12th century 
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The London theatre scene was very important and very busy.

 

London's Drury Lane, Covent Garden and the Haymarket theatres all prospered during 

the period, which by the 1760s seated several thousand people each. This was also the 

age of the first ‘celebrity’ actors: David Garrick, for example, who was mobbed by fans 

wherever he travelled in London. 
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Jane had a lifelong interest in the theatre. 

 

Jane was only seven when they performed their first play in the dinning room at 

Steventon.  Later on, the Austen used the family barn.  The theatricals at Steventon 

were not solely a family affair.  Many of their friends and pupils of George Austen were 

involved.  Her brother James thought himself a budding playwright. 

 

Jane’s acquaintance with the London stage began at an early date, as she frequently 

passed a few days there when journeying between Hampshire and Kent. 

 

In later life, when Jane visited her brother Henry she often visited the London theatres 

to see some the most renowned actors and actresses of her day.  Jane saw the great 

Edmund Keen on many occasions.  
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Theatre-going was a very different experience from that of today.  

 

Theatre audiences could be rude, noisy and dangerous. Alcohol and food was 

consumed in great quantity, while people frequently arrived and left throughout the 

duration of the performance. Audiences chatted amongst themselves and sometimes 

pelted actors with rotten fruit and vegetables. Others demanded that popular tunes be 
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played over and over again. James Boswell described mooing like a cow during one 

particularly bad play, to the great amusement of his companions. Rioting at theatres 

was also not uncommon. 

 

The Drury Lane theatre in London, for example, was destroyed by rioting on six 

occasions during the century. 

Audiences were a mixture of both rich and poor, and sat in different parts of the theatre 

depending on whether they could afford cheap or expensive tickets. ‘Persons of quality’ 

were seated in boxes placed alongside the stage, while working men and women were 

squeezed into hot and dirty galleries. In front of the stage, young men would drink to 

together, eat nuts and mingle with prostitutes down below in the notorious ‘pit’. 

Other forms of entertainment were – Pleasure Gardens, fairs and Exhibitions 
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Like the theatre, pleasure gardens were the great melting pots of 18th-century society. 

London pleasure gardens in particular were incredibly successful.  

Originally designed to appeal to wealthier tastes, pleasure gardens soon became visited 

by rich and poor alike: both aristocrats and tradesmen enjoyed the entertainments side 

by side. The entrance price to Vauxhall gardens was just one shilling throughout the 

century and therefore remained affordable to most people. 12,000 people arrived at 

Vauxhall gardens in 1769 to watch Handel rehearse his Fireworks Music. Elsewhere in 

London, people drank tea and strolled together in smaller private venues, of which there 

were over sixty by the second half of the century. 
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Most fairs were more than simple markets. Bartholomew Fair was by far the largest and 

most spectacular event of its kind, and was the scene of much public excitement. Held 

in London every September for four days.  . 

 

Exhibitions of curiosities regularly drew large crowds of fascinated sightseers. Up and 

down the Strand in London, exhibitions of imported exotic animals could be seen in 

taverns and assembly rooms: birds and monkeys from Africa, for example, or even 

lions, tigers and zebras.  
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Human curiosities proved just as exciting to the public. For decades, London’s hospital 
for the insane – Bethlehem, or Bedlam – attracted queues of gawping sightseers, who  

were eager to watch the behaviour of inmates afflicted with mental illnesses. 
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But other human curiosities were also available. Giants, midgets, the obese, natives of 

foreign countries, and a host of sufferers of various medical conditions were all put on 

display to the public, who were willing to pay a few pennies to see the latest offerings. 

 

Scientific spectacles also attracted widespread public interest. In 1784 the first manned 

hot air balloon flight was made in England by an Italian aviator, Vincenzo Lunardi 

The popularity of many blood-sports began to disappear by the end of the century. They 

became less frequent, due to changing attitudes to animal rights. Animal baiting was 

eventually made illegal by Parliament early in the 1800s. 
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This is the part when you use your imagination . . . . . ready? 

The rich had a choice – they left London in droves at the end of the Season to wile 

away the summer on their country estates – and there was a very good reason for this. 

Imagine the traffic in London back then: 

In July 1811, 

it appears that there passed over Blackfriars bridge in one day: 61,069 foot passengers, 
533 waggons, 1,502 carts and drays, 990 coaches, 500 gigs and taxed carts, and 822 
horses.  

Then imagine the number of horses,  I do know this: when a horse feels the need to 
relieve itself, it does so on the spot, And thus London’s streets were littered with dung.  
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Not only did horses generously contribute to London’s thoroughfares, but so did the vast 
number of feral dogs and cats roaming the streets, and the cattle, goats, sheep, pigs, 
and fowl that were driven to London’s markets. The assault on one’s olfactory nerves 
must have been overpowering. 

Rain showers did not help much to relieve the situation. let’s face it, wet poo sticks like 
glue, and once the offending substance adhered to boots and shoes, it would be 
tracked everywhere. 

Sunny weather was not much more helpful, for when poo baked and dried on dusty 
streets, it tended to crumble and turn into dust. A brisk wind would blow odiforous grit 
under door cervices and through open windows, landing on furniture, floors, curtains, 
rugs, and hanging laundry. A person walking along the streets on a blustery day, would 
have it blown onto their clothes and in their hair. 

 

 

In cities and towns, streets required constant sweeping of horse dung and dirt by street 
sweepers.  
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The problem of keeping one’s feet and skirts clean was solved by wearing pattens, 
although this practice was rapidly fading in the early 19th century. 

 

Pattens were clumsy platforms that raised the shoe a few inches from the ground 
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And that is why great numbers of the gentry left London in the summer.  

Can’t blame them 

 

 

After being in the hot spot of theatre and clubs in London it hard to come back to the 

quiet, pastoral scene of peace and tranquility of the country  That is not to say all is 

peaceful and tranquil in the country.  The desire to have the right people at your 

dance/ball is still as important.   

As you probably know - Jane ‘s characters were from the gentry, or landed gentry 

Landed gentry is a largely historical British social class, consisting of land owners who 

could live entirely off rental or inherited income. Often they worked only in an 

administrative capacity, in the management of their own lands.  This was a level above  

people who had to work to make a living. 
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Like so many things in the structure of this society depends on who you associate with, 

in turn dictates who one invites. This applied to both London and the country. Return 

invitations are so very important so one has to have the right type of house, type of 

servants, type of carriages etc. etc. etc.  Even though the lives people lived in the early 

1800 may be very simple compared to our, the social structure at that time made it very 

complicated.  A simple faux pas at one of these functions could have devastating 

effects. 

Mrs Bennett at the Ball 

 

 

Of all the different types of entertainment, one event seem to be a favorite.    

The dance / ball.  Dances could take place at assembly rooms, ballrooms in country 

inns and in large rooms in homes or country homes. 
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Dances really did inform the world who you were, society-wise and how much you were 

worth.  Your net worth was shown in your cloths, how well you danced and, above all, 

your manners.    

When young people of the gentry wanted to find out who was available the best places 

to be were dances, and not only that, dances were the only place one could legitimately 

hold hands and talk without having a chaperone. 
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Dancing could occur with the simple act of rolling up the carpet and then a pianist, 

sometimes a harpist, would complete the picture. The Musgroves were good at this in 

Persuasion 

Children of the gentry were taught to dance the latest steps so they could participate 

readily in social dancing as they grew up. 

 

The smaller more intimate dance held in those houses that had large rooms usually 

involved family and neighbours. 

Grander affairs took place in grander houses with grander people. 

 

 

They played various games. Music was a big source of entertainment. Everyone in the 

town would go and visit any show or concert or play that came to town. 

If they could get their hands on books they would read. They made toys. Some people 

were artists - painting, carving, etc. 



28 
 

Church involvement was huge as there were socials and libraries attached to the church 

outside of worship. 

 

For many families, the formal dinner was another important way to meet new neighbors 

or to reciprocate a previous invitation.  After dinner there was usually a variety of 

entertainment, dancing, cards, reading and conversation 

 

 

 

For those not interested in dancing there was always a game of whist, loo(of the trump 

family), canasta, Piquet (a game for two players) and speculation(a simple gambling 

game).  Some were played just for fun and some were played for money 
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For others not into dancing or cards there was reading, or just watching the dancing 

with the occasional conversation with others.  In the more musical families music was a  

mainstay much to the delight of surrounding neighbors not so talented.  
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In most towns across the country, fairs and traditional holidays remained important parts 

of the yearly calendar. 

 

Wakes were traditional fairs linked to local saints’ or feast days, while other fairs 
accompanied markets and civic celebrations. Many fairs lasted for a week or more, and 
were attended by thousands of people, who hurried to attend them from across the 
surrounding area. 

Regardless of the place, most people were involved in some form of entertainment.   
Most of the forms of entertainment are still with us today – other than the insane asylum 
tours, of course, which show we really not that different then in Jane’s time. 

 


